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About “The Patroller”:

“The Patroller” was the name of the NAS Brunswick base newspaper, and in alignment
with our mission to preserve the rich heritage of the former NAS Brunswick, we decided
to name our quarterly newsletter eponymously to honor that publication. BNMMG has a
library of past editions of “The Patroller” and will regularly feature them on our Facebook
page and in this newsletter. Reader contributions to “The Patroller” are most welcome;
please send your articles to info@brunswicknavalmuseum.org.

Our mission:

The Brunswick Naval Museum & Memorial Gardens was founded in 2009 as a 501(c)3
non-profit corporation. Our mission is to preserve the rich heritage of the 68 year
history of Naval Air Station Brunswick, its squadrons, and the tens of thousands of
Sailors, Marines, government civilians, and their families who were stationed at NAS
Brunswick.

Brunswick Naval Museum & Memorial Gardens
179 Admiral Fitch Avenue

Brunswick, ME 04011
www.brunswicknavalmuseum.org
www.facebook.com/bnmmg



mailto:info@brunswicknavalmuseum.org
http://www.brunswicknavalmuseum.org/
http://www.facebook.com/bnmmg

From the President

What a great summer for the Brunswick
Naval Museum and Memorial Gardens!
We’ve enjoyed fantastic support from the
U.S. Navy, Maine’s political leaders, local
Veterans Service Organizations, and most
importantly, supporters like you.

We kicked off our summer on June 23" with
the dedication of a Gold Star Families
Memorial Marker in P-3 Park adjacent to
the museum with Maine Senator Angus
King serving as the keynote speaker. Our
teammates at the Harpswell Garden Club
were responsible for the planning,
fundraising, and placement of the memorial,
and we are confident it will have enduring
value in recognizing the sacrifices made by
Maine Gold Star families.

We then hosted the 2" biennial NAS
Brunswick Reunion during the weekend of
10-12 August, and more than 340 people
registered and attended the events of the
weekend. On Saturday morning, men and
women from the “Tridents” of Patrol
Squadron TWENTY-SIX (VP-26) executed
a static display and tours of their P-8A
“Poseidon” aircraft for reunion attendees,
followed by a 50" Anniversary Memorial
Ceremony and Wreath Laying in the
Memorial Gardens in honor of the two VP-
26 crews who were lost during combat
operations off Vietham in 1968. Captain
Craig Mattingly, (Commander, Patrol and
Reconnaissance Wing ELEVEN) served as
the Presiding Officer on behalf of the U.S.
Navy, and other VIP speakers included
Maine Governor Paul LePage and Mr. A.
Scott Wilson, who served as a Lieutenant
and Patrol Plane Commander in VP-26
during that fateful deployment.

Saturday concluded with a Reunion
Banquet that included a traditional Maine
lobster bake and remarks from Commodore
Mattingly.

However, 2018 isn’t over yet. We're
planning to host a 40" Anniversary
Memorial Ceremony on 22 September for
the eight men from VP-8 who were lost
when their P-3B “Orion” (LC-85) exploded
in flight over Poland Springs, Maine in
1978. Finally, we’ll wrap up the fall with a
celebration of the 243 Navy Birthday on
Friday, 12 October in conjunction with the
Casco Bay Council of the U.S. Navy
League. Rear Admiral Pete Garvin
(Commander, Patrol and Reconnaissance
Group) has confirmed his participation as
the guest speaker for that celebration.

Many Reunion attendees expressed
pleasure with BNMMG’s growth since their
last visit in 2016; now is the time to
accelerate that growth. Please become a
member; purchase a brick in our Honor
Wall for $150; and make a donation to our
capital campaign. In line with that theme,
we are pleased to announce that Captain F.
Brown Word and his wife Nancy have
become our second “Triton Club” donors
with a pledge of $10,000 toward our capital
campaign and issued a challenge to his
fellow members of the VP-23 Seahawks to
amplify that pledge. More details for the
“Seahawk Challenge” follow on page 18,
and we look forward to your continued
support.

KNHZ forever,
Sean

CAPT Sean Liedman, USN (Ret.)
president@brunswicknavalmuseum.org
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Corporate Sponsors

BNMMG would like to thank the following companies
for their generous contributions to our Corporate
Sponsorship Campaign:

Platinum Sponsor ($5,000 or more)

Gold Sponsor ($2,500)

Silver Sponsor ($1,000)



https://www.midcoastparkviewhealth.com/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi_nJLpiI3ZAhWDwFkKHUNpChUQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=https://www.highlandsrc.com/&psig=AOvVaw0zTAPJOkztFCQk2YvMDzcS&ust=1517861472672598

Corporate Sponsors

Bronze Club ($500)
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Gold Star Marker Dedication Ceremony

Not even the threat of showers could
dampen the enthusiasm of the large
crowd who turned out on June 23rd to
witness the unveiling of the first Gold

Star Families Memorial Marker in Maine.

More than 140 people were on hand to
hear from inspiring speakers who
recognized the sacrifices made by the
families of military members who've lost

their lives while in service to our country.

Brunswick Naval Museum and Memorial
Garden Board Member and former
President of the Harpswell Garden Club
Suzanne Bushnell acted as the Master
of Ceremonies for the occasion as the
Harpswell Garden Club was the
sponsoring organization and raised the
funds to bring the Marker to fruition.

The ceremony began with patriotic
music provided by the Harpswell
Concert Band; because of the threat of
rain, the band moved their chairs under
the wing of the P-3 “Orion” static display
aircraft in the park, which also served as
a backdrop to the ceremony. Along with
the set of service flags provided by the
Mid-coast Veteran’s Council, the P-3
offered a most appropriate setting for
the solemn dedication.

After the presentation of our Nation’s
colors by Alpha Company, 1st Battalion,
25th Marines, a mix of distinguished
speakers took the podium to laud the
sacrifices made by Gold Star Families.
Maine Senator Angus King gave the
keynote address and spoke of the
sacrifices made by Maine’s Gold Star
families and how our State and country
need to continue to give these families
the support they deserve. Also
speaking at the event were members of

the Harpswell Garden Club, the Garden
Club Federation of Maine, the National
Garden Club, and the organization
America’s Gold Star Families. A
representative from Maine’s Survivor
Outreach Services was on hand to talk
about how the Maine Army National
Guard works with Gold Star family
survivors to secure the range of benefits
that are due to them. The Director of
Public Relations for Maine’s own
Wreaths Across America Foundation
presented a ceremonial wreath on
behalf of the Worcester Wreath
Company of Columbia Falls.

Finally, the Brunswick Naval Museum
was represented by Captain Sean
Liedman, USN (Ret.) who gave remarks
on behalf of the Museum as a
supporting organization for the Gold
Star Marker. The ceremony concluded
with remarks from Captain Nick Nichols
, USN (Ret.) who sits on the Board of
Directors of the Midcoast Regional
Redevelopment Authority (MRRA) and
also leads the Brunswick Naval
Museum’s Buildings and Grounds
Committee. MRRA donated the land
where the Marker is sited.

After the ceremony concluded, the
attendees walked next door to our
Museum where members of the
Harpswell Garden Club had prepared a
fabulous array of food. With the large
American flag as a backdrop for the
reception, attendees were treated to a
wide variety of food to sample, capping
off a wonderful event to honor our Gold
Star families. Photos of this historic
event follow.
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Gold Star Marker Dedication Ceremony

The Gold Star Families Memorial Marker stands covered before start of the Dedication
Ceremony on June 23rd. Service flags were provided by the Mid-Coast Veteran’s Council.

U.S. Senator Angus King delivers remarks to the audience at the dedication
ceremony of Maine’s First Gold Star Families Memorial Marker. Master of
Ceremonies Suzanne Bushnell is pictured to his left with the Harpswell Concert
Band sheltered from raindrops under the protection of the P-3 Orion’s wing.




Gold Star Marker Dedication Ceremony

Pictured from left: Garden Club Federation of Maine President Judith Tarbox,
Harpswell Garden Club President Elisa Civello, Master of Ceremonies Suzanne
Bushnell and Keynote Speaker U.S. Senator Angus King.




Gold Star Marker Dedication Ceremony

Harpswell Garden Club members provided an array of food for the post-ceremony
reception at the Brunswick Naval Museum and Memorial Gardens.




VP-26 50" Anniversary Memorial Ceremony

The Brunswick Naval Museum and Memorial Gardens hosted a 50t Anniversary
Memorial Ceremony on Saturday, 11 August for the twenty-four men of Patrol Squadron
TWENTY-SIX (VP-26) who were killed during two shootdowns of their P-3B “Orions” off
the coast of Vietnam in 1968. Captain Craig Mattingly, USN (Commander, Patrol and
Reconnaissance Wing ELEVEN) presided over the ceremony on behalf of the U.S.
Navy and was supported by six Officers and Sailors from VP-26 who flew up from their
homeport at NAS Jacksonville, FL in a P-8A “Poseidon” aircraft. Maine Governor Paul
LePage also presented remarks on behalf of the state of Maine, and the ceremony
concluded with remarks from Mr. A. Scott Wilson who was a Lieutenant and Patrol
Plane Commander in VP-26 during that fateful deployment to Vietnam in 1968. After
his memorial remarks, Mr. A. Scott Wilson read the names of each of the twenty-four
men, Mr. Ed Holt of the Harpswell Concert Band played Taps. Photos of the event
follow.

Captain Craig Mattingly, USN presenting remarks on behalf of the U.S. Navy. Photo
credit: Jeff Smat, First Light Camera Club




VP-26 50" Anniversary Memorial Ceremony

Maine Governor Paul LePage presenting remarks on behalf of the State of Maine.
Photo credit: Jeff Smat, First Light Camera Club

Mr. A. Scott Wilson offering his memoriam to his fallen VP-26 shipmates.
Photo credit: Jeff Smat, First Light Camera Club




VP-26 50" Anniversary Memorial Ceremony

Memorial ceremony attendees pay their respects to the twenty-four fallen Trident
heroes. Photo credit: Jeff Smat, First Light Camera Club

Captain Mattingly saluting the memorial wreath as Taps is played.
Photo credit: Jeff Smat, First Light Camera Club




VP-26 50" Anniversary Memorial Ceremony

Left: A memorial wreath placed under the two plaques commemorating the two
crews and twenty-four men from VP-26 lost during two combat shootdowns off the
coast of Vietnam in 1968. Right: Closeups of the two plaques in the Brunswick Naval
Museum and Memorial Gardens. Photo credits: Sean Liedman




NAS Brunswick Reunion Report

The 2" Biennial NAS Brunswick Reunion was a smashing success as more than 340
people registered and attended reunion events during the weekend of 10-12 August.
The reunion kicked off on Friday evening with a welcoming reception at the Post 202
American Legion Club in Topsham. Countless reunion attendees enjoyed tours of a P-
8A “Poseidon” from VP-26 on Saturday morning before transitioning to the Brunswick
Naval Museum to attend a VP-26 50" Anniversary Memorial Ceremony and squadron
reunion for the “Old Buzzards” of Special Projects Patrol Squadron ONE (VPU-1).
Saturday evening concluded with a Reunion Banquet that included a traditional Maine
lobster bake and remarks from Captain Craig Mattingly, Commander, Patrol and
Reconnaissance Wing ELEVEN (CPRW-11). Selected photos of the event follow, and
more photos are available for download at
https://barlettaphotography.smugmug.com/United-States-Navy/NAS-Brunswick-
Reunions/Brunswick-NAS-Reunion-2018/.

The 3™ Biennial NAS Brunswick Reunion is planned for August, 2020; please you're
your calendar and make plans to join our growing event!

The “Tridents” of Patrol Squadron TWENTY-SIX (VP-26) flew a P-8 “Poseidon” to
Brunswick Landing (former NAS Brunswick) and offered tours for NAS Brunswick
Reunion attendees.
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NAS Brunswick Reunion Report

CDR Mike Haymon (Commanding Officer) and LTJG Manu Elias from VP-26 greet
reunion attendees for tours of their P-8A “Poseidon” aircraft.

Rick Barletta (L) and Mario Lembo (R) Looking into the throat of a CFM-56
marveling at the lack of “steam turbofan engine on a P-8A.

gauges” in a P-8A “Poseidon” cockpit 1>




NAS Brunswick Reunion Report

A color guard from Alpha Company, 1st Battalion, 25th Marines kicked off the
Reunion Banquet.

The VP-26 P-8A static display crew.




NAS Brunswick Reunion Report

Reunion attendees enjoying a traditional Maine lobster bake.

RADM P.D. Smith, USN (Ret.) (left) greets
RADM Roy Snyder, USN (Ret.)

Reunion Banquet Guest Speaker
Commodore Craig Mattingly thanks Mr.
A. Scott Wilson for preserving the
legacy of the two Trident aircrews lost

during combat ops off Vietham in 1968.
17




VP-23 “Seahawk Challenge”

VP-23
Seahawk

The Brunswick Naval Museum and Memorial Gardens, in partnership with
Captain and Mrs. F. Brown Word, USN (Retired), is pleased to announce the
kickoff of our “Seahawk Challenge” to raise $50,000 in donations and
pledges to the museum’s “Wheels Up” capital campaign. Captain & Mrs.
Word recently pledged $10,000 to the museum’s capital campaign, and
would like to call upon other former VP-23 “Seahawks” to pledge their
support for the “Wheels Up” campaign with a goal of raising $50,000 to
name the museum'’s flight simulator room the “VP-23 Seahawks Flight
Simulator Room.” The VP-23 “Seahawks” were based at NAS Brunswick,
Maine from May of 1952 until the squadron was disestablished in February
of 1995, and Captain Word was the Commanding Officer from 1989 to
1990. Capital campaign pledges may be made over a period of up to 5
years.

In launching this challenge, Captain Word stated, “I have visited the

Brunswick Naval Museum and Memorial Gardens and seen its potential to

preserve the rich heritage of NAS Brunswick and the squadrons who were stationed
there. VP-23 was based at NAS Brunswick for more than 40 years, and | call upon all
former Seahawks to contribute to preserving the legacy and comaraderie of the
Seahawks.”

Challenge

$50K
$40K
$30K
$20K

$10K




Events Calendar

22 September:

12 October:

9 December:

2018

40™ Anniversary Memorial Ceremony for the eight men of VP-8
who were lost when LC-85 exploded in flight over Poland Springs,
Maine. The memorial ceremony will be held at 11:00 a.m. in the
Memorial Gardens.

243 Navy Birthday Celebration in conjunction with the Casco Bay
Navy League from 6:00 — 9:00 p.m. Uniform is Service Dress
Blues for active duty and business/cocktail attire for civilians.
Please see the flier on the next page for RSVP details.

“Wreaths Across America” stop at Brunswick Naval Museum and
Memorial Gardens. Please plan to join us for an evening of holiday
spirit as we send the caravan of wreaths southward to adorn
headstones in our nation’s Veterans Cemeteries.
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Become A Member

- 1
Help Preserve Brunswick's Naval Heritage

Membership Enrollment Form

Enclosed is § for membership at the followmng level.

Flightline £50
[[1] Flight Crew $100
[l Squadron $250
[l Wing Commander  $500
[] Admirals’ Club $1,000 (or moze)

MMemberships are wvalid for one wyear starting with the
first of the month after signing wp. All members waill
recerve a membership card and decal Squadron members
will alzo recerve a MNaval Musenm commemeoratrve com .
Admirals’ Club & Wing Commanders members will
recemve the coin and recogrution of their support on the
web site and on the quarterdeck in the nmsenm lobby.

BINMMG ir a registered 307 (c)(3) notforprafit ergawization.
Membership daes are tas-deductible ar allowed by lan.

MName

Address

Phone Cell

We will not share yvour personal informatron.

E-mail

Are you a veteran? Please add service information

Mauil to:
BNMMG Membership,
179 Admaral Fitch Ave,

Brunswick, Maine 04011




“Wheels Up” Hall Of Fame

The following people and organizations are recognized for their generous contributions
to our “Wheels Up” Capital Campaign:

“Triton” Club ($10,000 or more)
RADM & Mrs. Roy D. Snyder, Jr., USN (Retired)
CAPT & Mrs. F. Brown Word, USN (Retired)

“Poseidon” Club (55,000 to $9,999)

CAPT John Chapman, USN (Retired)
RADM and Mrs. Ken Deutsch, USN (Retired)
CAPT John Evans, USN (Retired)

CDR William Locke, USN (Retired)

CDR & Mrs. Charles A. Orem, USN (Retired)
Ms. Deborah Orrill
AZ1(AW) and Mrs. Jeffery Smat, USN (Retired)
Mr. & Mrs. Rupert White

“Orion” Club ($3,000 to $4,999)

COL William & Suzanne Bushnell, USMC (Retired)
Davis Family Foundation
CAPT & Mrs. John James, USN (Retired)
CAPT & Mrs. Sean Liedman, USN (Retired)
CAPT & Mrs. Mark Patrick, USN (Retired)

“Neptune” Club ($1,000 to $2,999)

Avery Family Gift Trust
Mr. John Binder
Mr. Albert Boothby
Mr. John Briley




“Wheels Up” Hall Of Fame

“Neptune” Club ($1,000 to $2,999)

CAPT Guy Edward Buck, USN (Retired)
Mr. David R. Carpenter
Corporate Communications - Eversource
CDR & Mrs. Brian Daniels, USN (Retired)
AW1 Marc Frattasio, USN (Retired)
CAPT Charles Gerhan, USN (Retired)
CAPT Jim Heffernan, USN (Retired)
Mr. Donald Heichel
CAPT Charles Mull, USN (Retired)
CAPT C. Carter Nute, USN (Retired)
Mr. J. R. Phillips
Mr. Arthur Polstein
RADM Harold Rich, USN (Retired)
CAPT & Mrs. Andrew F. Smith, USN
Mrs. Ann Snyder

“Corsair” Club ($500 to $999)

Anonymous Donor
Ms. Sharon Boucher
LTJG Clarence “Chris” Christie, USN (Ret.)
Ms. Agnes Dailey
Mr. Robert Duska
CAPT William Fitzgerald, USN (Retired)
CAPT Russell Frederick, USN (Retired)
LCDR Joe Grace, USN (Retired)
LT David Graham, USN (Retired)
Honorable Thomas F. Hall, USN (Retired)




“Wheels Up” Hall Of Fame

“Corsair” Club ($500 to $999)

Mr. Richard Jackson
CDR Robert Kanewske, USN (Retired)
Mid-Coast Energy Systems
MOAA Southern Maine Chapter
Dr. James Moshier
CAPT Herman Nichols, USN (Retired)
CDR James Oikle, USN (Retired)
AWCS (NAC) Read Rich, USN (Retired)

as of September 5, 2018




See Our Future — Contribute Today!

We need your support to help us achieve our vision of becoming a first-rate museum.
Please use the form below to document your pledge to our capital campaign.

179 Admiral Fitch Avenue. Brunswick. ME 04011
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